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Background:  
The call from industry, non-governmental and governmental maritime and marine organizations, 
is for enhanced interdisciplinary ocean based research, nationally as well as internationally. To 
help answer, five Danish universities all engaged in maritime and ocean research and education, 
have decided to initiate and formalize further collaboration across research disciplines.  
The result is the formation of an alliance that involves researchers from Aalborg University, 
Technical University of Denmark, Copenhagen Business School, Copenhagen University and The 
University of Southern Denmark as well as representatives from two Danish maritime engineering 
colleagues, namely SIMAC and MARTEC.  
The alliance has been named Maritime Research Alliance and via the project `Maritime Industry 
2030 – Launching the Maritime Research Alliance´, generously supported by the Danish Maritime 
Fund, this exiting collaboration became more tangible, more inclusive and more detailed.  
 
Project:  
The conference entitled `Maritime Industry 2030 – Launching the Maritime Research Alliance´ was 
held 5-6 February 2018 and hosted by Copenhagen Business School, CBS Maritime. The overall 
objective: to identify major maritime sector challenges and take first steps to initiate future cross-
disciplinary research projects to address these challenges.  
 
On day 1 of the conference, a number of maritime sector practitioners from Denmark and abroad 
(top management, recognized change agents, and key industry observers) shared their views on 
the future challenges to international shipping and maritime business. Based on day 1 industry 
presentations and relevant discussions, the conference day 2 made room for more than 50 
researchers from the Danish universities to participate and actively contribute in organized 
discussions, led by a professional facilitator, and thereby narrowing down the goals and future 
activities of the Maritime Research Alliance.  
 



Results:  
Three major themes were identified for future, cross-disciplinary research on maritime sector 
challenges and opportunities. They are: 

1) Decarbonization 
2) Automation 
3) Data-driven growth 

 
In the follow-up to the conference, the maritime units at the five universities together with the 
maritime schools and university colleges have establish “Maritime Research Alliance” as a formal  
and structured network, bridging STEM and social sciences and humanities.  
 
Based on the conference inputs and the initiating developments leading up to the launch of 
Maritime Research Alliance in February 2018, the alliance will work towards supporting the 
following:  

 Contribute to the solution of those maritime business and societal challenges that require 
new interdisciplinary efforts 

 Establish a critical mass of academic and applied research expertise in Denmark within 
maritime and adjacent disciplines 

 Provide a one-point of contact for the maritime sector 

 Create visibility nationally and internationally about maritime research and education in 
Denmark 

 Make Danish universities attractive partners in international research projects and 
knowledge networks 

 
 
Future Steps 
The ongoing work and future developments of the alliance, is being lead by a group of people 
representing the five universities and two maritime colleagues mentioned and the self-imposed 
committee received support from the conference attendees to continue their already ongoing 
work for the future development of the Maritime Research Alliance.  
 
The committee consists of:  

- Niels Gorm Rytter,  Associate Professor and Head of AAU Center for Maritime Technology 
and Innovation, Aalborg University – The Faculty of Engineering and Science 

- Mette Sanne Hansen, Head of Maritime DTU, Technical University of Denmark – DTU 
Management Engineering 

- Henrik Sornn-Friese, Associate Professor and Director of CBS Maritime, Copenhagen 
Business School – Department of Strategy and Innovation 

- Anders Møllmann, Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Copenhagen 
- Kristina Siig, Associate Professor, The University of Southern Denmark – Department of 

Law 
- Marie Lützen, Associate Professor, Docent, SIMAC 
- Tove Linding Lauridsen, R &D Manager, MARTEC  
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